University of New Mexico

UNM Digital Repository
NotiCen

Latin America Digital Beat (LADB)

11-21-1986

Claims By Nicaraguan Contras On Recent Border
Fighting Debatable
Deborah Tyroler

Follow this and additional works at: https://digitalrepository.unm.edu/noticen
Recommended Citation
Tyroler, Deborah. "Claims By Nicaraguan Contras On Recent Border Fighting Debatable." (1986). https://digitalrepository.unm.edu/
noticen/163

This Article is brought to you for free and open access by the Latin America Digital Beat (LADB) at UNM Digital Repository. It has been accepted for
inclusion in NotiCen by an authorized administrator of UNM Digital Repository. For more information, please contact amywinter@unm.edu.

LADB Article Id: 077597
ISSN: 1089-1560

Claims By Nicaraguan Contras On Recent Border Fighting
Debatable
by Deborah Tyroler
Category/Department: General
Published: Friday, November 21, 1986
News releases throughout the first two weeks of November by the main contra military
organization, Nicaraguan Democratic Force (FDN) claimed that major fighting had taken place
in the Nicaraguan-Honduran border area. FDN also reported in the first week of the month that
contra forces had killed up to 100 Sandinista soldiers, and that some enemy troops had been trapped
inside Honduras. Meanwhile, Mexican newspaper EXCELSIOR (11/5/86:16) reported statements
by the Honduran military denying the veracity of FDN accounts. Spokesman for the Honduran
military, Army Col. Oscar Flores, said, "All these charges are false, and we have no report on alleged
territorial violations" by Nicaragua. To the present, the Honduran Foreign Ministry has not issued
statements or dispatched diplomatic notes to the Nicaraguan government on the matter of border
crossings. Verification by outsiders has not been possible, since journalists were prohibited from
entering the locale(s) of the alleged fighting. Most of the information on contra victories, Sandinista
losses and the like has originated from the FDN clandestine radio station, "Radio 15 de Septiembre."
Announcers claim the station is located inside Nicaragua, although most area experts and diplomats
believe the station is located inside Honduras.
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